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In  Provincial  Congrefs, 

Cambridge^    OBober    26,    1774. 

IVhereas  in  Confequence  of  the 

prcfent  unhappy  Difputcs  between  Grcai-'Bntam  and  the  Colonies,  a  formidable  Body  of  Troops 
■with  ivurhke  Trfparations  of  every  Sort  nre  already  arrived  at,  ay\d  others  defined  for  the 
Metropolis  of  this  Trovince,  and  the  exprejjed  Defign  of  their  being  Jent  it  to  execute  y/S/i  of 
the  Britjflj  Tarhament,  utterly  fabverftve  of  the  Conflitution  of  the  Trovince  :  /ind  luhercns 
his  Excellency  General  Gage  has  attempted  by  his  Troops  to  difperfe  the  Inhabitants  of  Salem, 
whiljl  ajjembled  to  confult  Meafuresfor  preferving  ':  *heir  Freedom  ;  and  tofubjugate  the  Tro- 
vince  to  nrbitraryGovernment  ; — And  proceeaing  to  fill  more  unjuflifable  and  alarming  Lengths 
has  Fortified  again/l  the  Country  -the  Capital  of  the  Province^  and  thus  greatly  endangered  the 
Lives,  Liberties  and  Properties  of  its  opprejfed  Citizens  ; — invaded  private  Troperiy  by  un- 
lawfully feizing  and  retaining  large  ^antities  of  Anmmnition  in  the  j^rfenal  at  Boflon  and 
fltnJ'-y  Tieces  of  Ordnance  in  the  fame  Town-^committed  to  the  Cliflody  of  his  Troop:  the  y^rms, 
Ammunition,  Ordnance  and  If^arlike  Stores  of  all  Sorts,  provided^at  the  "Public  Expence  for  the 
XJfe  of  the  'Province^  and  by  all  pojfible  Means  endeavoured  tc  place  the  Trovince  entirely  in  a 
defencclefs  State—at  the  fame  Time  having  negleHed  and  altogether,  difregarded  Affiurances  from 
this  Congrefs^  of  the  pacific  Difpofttions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  and  Jntreaties  that 
he  would  ceafe  from  Meafures  which  tended  to  prevent  a  Rejlorationof  Harmony  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  Colonies  : 

Wherefore  i[  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Congrefs — That  notwlthflanding  nothinp  but  Slavery 
'ought  raorc  to  be  deprecated  than  Hoftiiities  with  Great-Britain — notwithftanding  the  Pro- 
vince has  not  the  moft  diftant  Defign  of  attacking,  annoying  or  molcfting  his  Majefty'. 
Jroops  aforcfald,  but  on  the  other  Hand  will  confidcr  and  treat  every  Attempt  of  the  Kind 
as  well  as  all  Meafures  tending  to  prevent  a  Reconciliation  between  jiritain  and  the  Colonics 
as  the  highcft  Degree  of  Enmity  to  the  Province — Nevcriheicfs  there  is  great  Reafon  from 
the  Confidcrations  aforcfaid,  to  be  apprchenfive  of  the  nxift  fatal  Confequences  ;  and  that 
the  Province  may  be  in  fome  Degree  provided  againft  the  fame,  and  under  full  Pcrfuafion 
that  the  Meafures  cxprcfled  in  the  following  Refolvcs  arc  pcrfciSIy  confillcot  with  fuch  Re- 
folvcs  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  as  have  been  communicated  10  us, 

It  is  Refolved,  and  hereby  Kccommcnded  to  the  fcvcral  Companies  of  Militia  in  this  Pro- 
vince, who  have  not  already  chofcn  and  appointed  Officers,  that  they  meet  forthwiih,  and 
cleft  Officers  to  Command  their  rcfpcfllve  Companies  ;  and  that  the  Officers  fo  chofcn  af- 
fcmble  as  foon  as  may  be  ;  and  where  the  faid  Officers  fl-.ali  judge  the  Limits  of  the  prcfent 
Regiments  too  cxtenfive,  that  they  divide  them,  and  fettle  and  determine  ihtir  Limits,  and 
proceed  to  cleft  Field  Officers  to  Lommand  the  rcfpcflivc  Regiments  fo  formed  ;  and  that  the 
Field  Officers  fo  cicftcd,  forthwith  endeavour  to  enlift  one  Quarter  at  the  Icalt  of  the  Number 
of  the  rcfpcflivc  Companies,  and  form  them  into  Companies  of  fifty  Privates  at  the  Icaft,  who 
fhail  equip  and  hold  ihemfclves  in  Readincfs  to  march  at  the  ffiorteft  Notice  ;  and  that  each 
and  every  Company  fo  formed,  choofe  a  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants  to  command  them  on 
any  neceflary  and  emergent  Service  :  And  that  the  faid  Captain  and  Subalterns  fo  elefted,  form 
the  faid  Companies  into  Battalions,  to  confift  of  nine  Companies  each  ;  and  that  the  Captains 
and  Subalterns  of  each  Battalion  fo  formed  procetd  to  cleft  Field  Officios  to  command  the 
fame.  .And  this  Congrefs  doth  moftcarneftly  recommend  that  all  the  aforcfaid  Eleftions  be 
proceeded  in  andmadc  with  due  Deliberation  and  generous  Regard  to  the  public  Service. 

Alfo  Refolved,  That  as  the  Security  of  the  Lives,  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Province  depends  under  Providence  on  their  Knowledge  and  Skill  'n  the  Art  Miliiary, 
and  in  their  being  properly  and  effef^ually  armed  and  cquipt,  if  any  of  faid  Inhabitants  arc 
not  provided  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  according  to  Law,  they  immediately  provide  thcm- 
felves  therewith  ;  and  that  they  ufe  their  utmoft  Diligence  to  pcrfcft  ihcmfclvc^  in  Military 
,i.-kill  ;  and  that  if  any  Town  or  Diltrift  within  the  Province  is  not  provided  with  the  ful! 
ToTvn  Stock  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  according  to  Law,  iheScleftmen  of  fu^h  Town  or 
Difliift  lake  rfftf^ual  Ca-e  without  Delay  to  provide  the  fame. 
A  true'  LxtraSl  from  the  Minutes. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,    SccVy 
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